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This project was supported by the Massachusetts 

of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.

Norfolk Advocates for Children is a program of the Norfolk District

All services provided at the Norfolk Advocates for Children 
are free of charge.

If you suspect that a child has been a victim of abuse or neglect, report that to the Department of Children and Families 
in Massachusetts.

Norfolk Advocates for Children

Norfolk Advocates for Children (NAC) is a partnership of public and private agencies that work together collaboratively to help 

child-friendly, culturally sensitive and multidisciplinary approach to families. The NAC also provides community training and 
advocacy on issues related to child abuse prevention and treatment. The goals of Norfolk Advocates for Children are to minimize 
the number of times that abused children are interviewed, to provide a swift and sensitive response to child abuse victims and their 
families, to facilitate coordination and collaboration between community agencies and to ensure that comprehensive services are 
available to meet the needs of child abuse victims and their families in Norfolk County. The NAC also responds to the needs of the 
community by facilitating education, training, outreach, networking and advocacy programs.



Under Massachusetts law, the Department of Children
and Families (DCF) is the agency that receives all reports
of suspected abuse, neglect, or commercial sexual 
exploitation of children (CSEC) under the age of 18.
State law requires professionals whose work brings
them in contact with children to notify DCF if they
suspect that a child has been, or is at risk of being 
abused, neglected, or sexually exploited.

Reference to Massachusetts law in this guide are from 
Chapter 119, Section 51A-E.

• Physicians, medical interns, and hospital 
   personnel of children

• Public or private school teachers, school nurses, 
   administrators, coaches, and truancy officers

• Daycare and child workers, including any person 
   paid to care for, or work with a child parole officers

• Foster parents 

• Firefighters, paramedics, EMTs, and police officers

• Psychologists, psychiatrists, clinical social workers, 
   drug and alcoholism counselors, allied mental health 
   and licensed human services professionals 

• Priests, rabbis, clergy members, ordained or 
   licensed ministers
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